Maxillofacial prosthetics.
Investigations are continuing in methods to preserve the dentition and to improve the quality of tissues for the patient receiving radiation to the head and neck. Increased knowledge related to obstructive sleep apnea presents the prosthodontist with an opportunity to provide support during the treatment of these patients. Advances in implant prosthodontics have increased our capability to rehabilitate the patient with intraoral or facial defects. Advances have been made in the use of light-cured materials as well as in the utilization of microwave energy to fabricate prostheses. Unfortunately, the ideal material to be used as a soft liner or for maxillofacial restoration continues to elude the profession.